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Penn's  Env i ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty  Advisory  Committee
(ESAC)  Strategic  Waste  Subcommittee  i s  committed to
reducing the  amount  of  waste  produced on campus and
increas ing the  percentage of  waste  mater ia ls  that  are
diverted f rom landf i l l .  Ut i l i z ing cons istent  waste  and
recyc l ing inf rastructure  across  campus can improve  recyc l ing
rates  as  members  of  the  Univers i ty  community  are  able  to
more  eas i ly  recognize  recyc l ing inf rastructure .  The  Strategic
Waste  Subcommittee  has  se lected approved waste  and
recyc l ing b in  products  and vendors  that  are  out l ined in  th is
document .  Th is  document  inc ludes  f ive  opt ions  for  approved
waste  and recyc l ing b ins .

Before  purchas ing new bins  for  your  bui ld ings ,  conduct  a  
 "b inventory"  (an  inventory  of  the  t rash  and recyc l ing b ins  on
each f loor ) .

W a s t e  R e d u c t i o n  G o a l

B a c k g r o u n d

Penn Sustainability aims to increase Penn's overall waste diversion
from landfill and minimize the amount of waste sent to landfill or
waste-to-energy. Below you can see our progress towards achieving
these goals.
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The Univers i ty  o f  Pennsy lvania  co lor  codes  waste  to  make
recyc l ing and t rash  co l lect ion  eas ier .  Recycl ing should  be  put
in  blue bags  and receptac les ,  t  rash  in  clear  bags  and grey
receptac les ,  and food waste  in  green bags  and receptac les .
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Single  Stream Recycl ing
Penn uses  s ingle-st ream recyc l ing .  Th is  means  that  a l l
recyc lable  i tems can be  p laced together  in  the  same recyc l ing
bin .

Legacy Bins
Some schools  and centers  have  recyc l ing b ins  for  paper  only ,
a luminum only ,  etc .  f rom a  t ime when recyc l ing was  managed
di f ferent ly  at  Penn.  These  legacy  recyc l ing b ins  can accept
any  recyc lable  mater ia l  and should  be  replaced with  s ingle-
st ream recyc l ing b ins  at  the  end of  the i r  usefu l  l i fe .

Always inc lude s ignage
Penn Susta inabi l i ty  has  developed standard s ignage that  i s
spec i f ic  to  common mater ia ls  on  campus and our  recyc l ing
infrastructure .  A lways  post  th is  s ignage prominent ly  and at
eye- leve l  near  waste  and recyc l ing b ins .  You can f ind  current
waste  s ignage on Penn Susta inabi l i ty  s i te .

t h e  B a s i c s
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ALWAYS PAIR ONE RECYCLING BIN WITH ONE TRASH BIN



O P t i o n s
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SLIM J IM
RUBBERMAID

(PLASTIC )

BUSCH SYSTEM
WASTE WATCHERS

(PLASTIC )

https://www.rubbermaidcommercial.com/slim-jim-containers/slim-jim-vented-containers/?sku=FG354007BLUE
https://www.rubbermaidcommercial.com/slim-jim-containers/slim-jim-vented-containers/?sku=FG354007BLUE
https://www.buschsystems.com/recycling-waste-bin-products/waste-watcher-series/


OPt ions
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MAGNUSON
GROUP
VALUTA

(STAINLESS
STEEL )

SAFCO PUBLIC
SQUARE

LID:  SQUARE-FECTA™ LID
BASE:  3 1  GALLON

(L ID AND BASE SOLD SEPARATELY)

https://magnusongroup.com/products/wastereceptacles/valuta.html
https://www.safcoproducts.com/products/square-fecta-lid-2990
https://www.safcoproducts.com/products/public-square-base-31-gallon-2982


OPt ions
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qUEST IONS?

E-mail Penn Sustainability at
sustainability@upenn.edu.

Recycling Trash

GALLON ROUND BRUTE
CONTAINER  (PLASTIC )

https://www.rubbermaidcommercial.com/brute-containers/brute-vented-containers/?sku=FG265500DGRN
https://www.rubbermaidcommercial.com/brute-containers/brute-vented-containers/?sku=FG265500DGRN

