
Penn Green Fund Final Report 

Project Name: Sustainability Skills Series (Jax Hacks)

Project Leader(s): Jax Lastinger 

Semester Grant Was Awarded: (e.g. Spring 2016) Fall 2019-Spring 2020 

Semester Completed: Spring 2020 

Amount Awarded: $1,010 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
A short description of project objectives and sustainability benefits 

The Jax Hacks series was a monthly event series to be delivered to Stouffer College House residents during the 
2019-2020 academic year. The principle goals of this event series were to 1) spread awareness about sustainability 
issues among Penn students, 2) develop students’ skills in sustainable living practices, including food preservation and 
eco-friendly transportation, and 3) build community around environmentally friendly lifestyle habits. Success was  
evaluated based on student participation and feedback, as well as in observed student behavior (e.g. bringing reusable 
utensils and plates to house events, implementing food preservation skills, increased use of Indego bike rental system). 
While some sessions, like apple butter-making and pickling workshops, will be limited to a certain number of 
participants, student interest in the event will also contribute to evaluation of program success. 

KEY STAKEHOLDERS 



A list of all major project participants and a short description of their responsibilities or involvement 

• House Dean Nadir Sharif of Stouffer College House  
o assisted in supervising and executing the program

• Ebony Griffin, J.D. of Public Interest Law Center
o Presented to students about the intersections of sustainability and racism (e.g. environmental racism)

• Lauren Cordova of Student Health Services
o Planned a session educating students about sustainability and menstrual health (session was canceled due 

to COVID-19)

IMPLEMENTATION 
A detailed explanation of the steps taken to reach intended outcomes and important actions or events 

Of the planned events, only three took place, due to the disrupiton of COVID-19. The three events that were executed 
were: Apple Butter Making, Pickling, and Environmental Racism. The first two were small events, capped at 7 students 
each. During these sessions, students learned how to make apple butter and make quick pickles, respectively. The final 
event featured Ebony Griffin of the Public Interest Law Center; she spoke about issues of environmental racism, 
specifically as they manifest in Philadelphia. This session was not capped and was attened by approximately 30 
students. 

Other events that were planned were 1) a sustainability and menstrual health with Lauren Cordova from Student Health 
Services, 2) a bike safety workshop, and 3) a gardening workshop and trip to Greengrow. Sadely, due to COVID-19, I 
had to cancel these events. 

RESULTS 
 

mailto:bordeaux@sas.upenn.edu
mailto:willig@sas.upenn.edu


Relevant data (charts and tables) and an explanation of the outcomes of the project 

LESSONS LEARNED & RECOMMENDATIONS 

Students learned to make apple butter and quick pickles. Students were later seen utilizing these skills and 
making other pickles months later. Students were also energized by Ebony Griffin's presentation, and were 
enthusiastic about learning more about the use of a legal degree to advocate for social justice issues, such 
as environmental racism. 

https://motus.org/data/receiverDeploymentDetections?o=0d&id=4542


Reflections on the project (what went well and what could have been improved) as well as suggestions for future 
projects 

Students were highly engaged in the programming that was implemented. They were also excited about the 
upcoming workshops, particularly the bike safety workshop and gardening workshop. Expanded capacity 
for cooking workshops (like apple butter and pickling workshops) would be ideal, perhaps using a larger 
kitchen facility to implement such sessions. Furthermore, partnering with community stakeholders would 
be another way to bring students closer to the Philadelphia community; this change was going to be 
implemented in the Spring 2020 workshops, but, as previously mentioned, these were canceled due to 
COVID-19. 

PRESS  
Links to articles that feature the project, if applicable 

PROJECT PHOTOS 
Relevant pictures of the project and/or participants 

See below for photos of installation. 

https://penntoday.upenn.edu/features/tracking-birds-in-flight-over-the-philadelphia-skies
https://twitter.com/Penn_MES_MSAG/status/963162776863682560


Apple Butter Workshop, 10/27/2019



Pickling Workshop, 11/9/2019





Environmental Racism Event, 2/11/2020
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